
DEQ PUBLIC HEARING

Medford Library
March 7, 2013

6:30 p.m.

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality seeks your input as it begins renewal of the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System general water quality discharge permit for
small suction dredge operations and in-water, non-motorized mining.

You’re invited to join DEQ staff in the large conference room at the Medford branch of the
Jackson County Public Library at 205 South Central Avenue, Medford at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 7.  The meeting will include an opportunity to provide oral and written comments. 
Specifically, they want feedback on potential permit conditions and regulatory strategies being
contemplated and your thoughts about the water quality and environmental benefits of changes
to the permitting process.  They would also like to know how the changes would affect mining
operations.

A representative from the Calif. Dept of Fish and Wildlife, Mark Stopher, will provide an update
on the California moratorium on dredge mining and will accept comments on how California’s
experience may inform the Oregon process.

The current permit includes monitoring requirements and best management practices and
prohibitions against dredge mining in scenic waterways and waters degraded by sediments,
turbidity and certain toxic pollutants.  It specifies allowable allowable small suction dredge and
in-water, non-motorized activities and establishes waste discharge limits to protect water quality,
fish and other aquatic life, and other uses.

I. Comment is sought on the following proposed permit conditions:

1. Prohibition of suction dredge mining in: a) stream segments that are water quality limited
for sediment, turbidity, or toxics/metals; b) waters in the Natl Wild and Scenic River
system; c) waters within all wilderness areas, national monuments, and designated
botanical areas; d) segments of waterways with fish as designated beneficial use, such as
essential fish habitat, essential salmon habitat, and segments of waterways where
salmonid spawning is known to occur and e) critical habitat for aquatic listed species
under the ESA.

2. Requiring permit registrants to maintain daily logs of dredge mining activity - recording
the location by township/range/section number and how many cubic yards were mined.

3. Requiring permit registrants to submit an annual report summarizing where, when and
how many cubic yards were mined.
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4. Requiring permit registrants to stencil the permit number on all dredges being operated in
numbers visible from both banks.

5. Prohibiting dredging within three feet of the lateral edge of the current water level,
including the edge of in-stream gravel bars or under any overhanging bank.

6. Prohibiting dredging on substrates predominated by silt and clay materials, the
disturbance of which would significantly increase turbidity.

7. Prohibiting the movement of any material embedded in the banks of rivers or streams, or
any cutting, movement or destabilization of any instream woody debris such as root
wads, stumps or logs.

8. Prohibiting the construction of dams, weirs, or any other in-water structures that
concentrate or alter the natural course of current or streamflow.

9. Prohibiting the importation of any earthen or fill material into a stream, river or lake.

10. Prohibiting the storage of fuel, lubricants, or chemicals within 100 feet of the current
water level with a containment system in place beneath stored fuel, lubricants and
chemicals.

11. Prohibiting the relocation of a suction dredge to a different waterbody until all water has
been drained from all equipment for a minimum of two weeks or the dredge has been
decontaminated by the Oregon Marine Board.

II. Comment is also sought on the following proposed findings:

1. The cost to DEQ administer and enforce dredge mining regulations.

2. The revenue received by DEQ from dredge permit fees.

3. Proposal for DEQ to request amendment of the statute establishing dredge permit fees.

4. Whether suction dredge mining has the potential to negatively affect: a) salmonid habitat;
b) lamprey habitat; c) freshwater mollusk habitat.

5. Whether suction dredge mining through the re-suspension and discharge of mercury has
the potential to contribute to: a) the mercury load downstream beaches and waterbodies;
b) bioaccumulation in aquatic organisms in downstream reaches and waterbodies; and c)
methylmercury formation in downstream reaches and waterbodies.

6. Whether it is possible to substantially mitigate the environmental impacts of suction
dredge mining.
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7. The feasibility of on-line submission of annual reports by permit holders.

8. The feasibility of requiring discharge monitoring reports.

9. The feasibility of requiring permit holders to submit photographic documentation of
dredging activities.

10. Whether a current permit holder who seeks to conduct operations in a new area should be
treated as a new applicant.

III. Comment is also sought on proposed strategies for reducing environmental impacts of
suction dredge mining.  The DEQ also seeks the commentator’s proposed findings
regarding the benefits and feasibility of each of the proposed strategies.

1. Whether to place limits on the amount of dredging allowed each permit.

2. Whether to prohibit suction dredging in segments of waterways with less than a certain
average summer flow.

3. Whether to prohibit suction dredging in segments where the substrate is more than a
specified percent clay or silt.

4. Whether to limit the amount of mining to be permitted under the permit based upon
considerations of ecosystem impacts.
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